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The Ninety-Nines Inc. Mission Statement:
PROMOTE

World fellowship through flight
PROVIDE

Networking and scholarship opportunities for women
And aviation education in the community

PRESERVE
The unique history of women in aviation

***********************************************

DATE: Tuesday, April 15th

Mayte Greco-Regan will be our hostess for the evening. She is planning a trip to Miami Center for us, then dinner at
a restaurant close by after our tour. Please watch your email closely! If you are not a U.S. citizen, special paperwork

must be filled out for you so let us know if you are interested (dianer2@bellsouth.net) right away. They will also
need names in advance and identification on the evening of the 15th for all those attending so please RSVP when

requested. You cannot show up at the last minute to attend.
*Watch for more information by email as it becomes available*

*************************

February Meeting, Fly-In to Valkaria
Saturday, Feb 23rd

February Fly-In To Valkaria

JOHN ARCHIBALD and I were happy to greet nine
Goldcoast 99s and their family members to our home in
Valkaria. MARY ANN ZDUNCZYK drove from Beverly Hills
on the west coast while the rest flew on a day of unsettled
weather joining 30 other 99s and Grasshoppers for lunch
and camaraderie. TAMRA SHEFFMAN brought her

husband RON MAYER and airplane partner PAT BLASI in
their Cessna 182. SONIA BORTOLIN and her daughter
AMANDA came in their Cessna Cardinal.

BECKY & TERRY RITTER made the most ambitious
flight. They got up at 5 am in Islamorada, drove to
Marathon, flew their Cessna 210 to Opa Locka, where they
picked up LOIS CHALMERS, flew to Merritt Island, drove to
check on two houses they have there, got back in the
airplane and flew to Valkaria where they were the first to



arrive. Except for the Merritt Island stop, they had to do the
same thing in reverse on the way back.

This was a special flight for Lois. I think that you will
enjoy what she has written about it:

“I had the greatest day in my tender age of 88 yesterday.
Let me fill you in. I was a pilot instructor and FAA Flight
Examiner for a great period of my life and I enjoyed it
immensely. However, in 1992 a hurricane named Andrew
destroyed our pilot school and cut short my career as a
pilot. All those years since 1992 I stayed on the ground and
turned my attention to my mate, Donald. He was also
grounded, but we were content to watch little airplanes go
overhead for landing on runway 9 left at Opa Locka, where
we once had our school. (Our home is located under the
localizer for 9L.)

“Becky invited me to fly to the 99s luncheon meeting in
Valkaria. The meeting was in conjunction with the
Grasshoppers’ birthday. Grasshoppers are women pilots
who meet for lunch in different parts of Florida—therefore,
they have to fly to eat. I pondered going and said, ‘Yes, I’ll
meet you at Miami Executive at 8 am’. I spent about 23
hours getting really nervous since I hadn’t ridden in a small
plane since 1992, but you know what? When it came time
to climb aboard, I did and plunked my fanny in the back
seat like a ‘pro’.

“Terry flew and Becky sat in the co-pilot’s seat. She
handed me a spare pair of earphones and I listened to the
whole thing! WOW! What a JOY!! I calmed down
immediately and enjoyed the entire trip like it was my first.
Terry flew like the plane was ‘glued’ on. Becky sounded
like a real pro on the radio. I cannot thank them enough for
that beautiful ride.

“Well, that’s what I did yesterday and started living
again. I’ll always remember February 23, 2008. You all
take care.”

Thanks, Lois; you told us why we have fly-ins and why we
share our flights with fellow members.

Safe Take Offs & Happy Landings,
Ursula

*******************

Wings Over Miami Air Show, TMB,
March 1&2

Top photo Becky and Terry Ritter lunch with Sonia Bortonlin while
below, Lois Chalmers, Ron Meyer, Tamra Sheffman and Pat Blasi
enjoy the camaraderie (and the food) at Ursula Davidson and John
Archibald’s Valkaria home.



March 1st and 2nd turned out to be a great weekend for an air
show at Wings Over Miami. An estimated crowd of over 10,000
enjoyed weather of few clouds, pleasant temperatures and
minimal winds.

The FCG Chapter was well represented by twelve 99s and
three 49 1/2s. At the end of the two day event we had 5 young
women student pilots, two from the MDC program and two from
Robert Dean’s school, that were interested in learning more about
our unique chapter and the 99s in general. Hopefully we will see
them at an upcoming meeting. We also made contact with a
Southwest pilot who mentors young people in aviation and is
looking for role models for the girls – right up our alley!

Fran Sargent spoke both days about aviation, the WASPS and
flying. Some of us were privileged enough to meet one of several
former students of Fran’s who made of point of saying hello.
They filled Fran in on their lives since they had last met, happily

relaying their personal paths in aviation and how Fran had
encouraged them. One former student told Fran that she changed
his life. Fran’s enthusiasm about all things aviation is
inspirational.

We met many people. Some were interested in what we had
to say others not so much. One woman thought she was too old
to learn to fly at 54. Not so! Hopefully some seeds were planted
and we will see more women flying in the future. In the short
term maybe we’ll get to know a couple up and coming young
women pilots.

Many thanks to Diane Reinken, Becky Ritter, Tamra
Sheffman, Preston Daggett, Vena Syomnette, Sonia Bortolin,
Mayte Greco, Barbara Ganson, Ilana Slotsky, Rachel Fuller.

By Fran Sargent and Laurie Householder

2008
Next Section Meeting – April 4-5, 2008 – Myrtle Beach, SC

April 8 – 14th : Sun N Fun…WASP luncheon April 10th
April Meeting: Tuesday April 15th - Mayte Greco-Regan hosting, possibly Miami Center

May Meeting: Tuesday, May 13th @ Quayside
Sunday, May 18th – possible date for Poker Run

June Meeting: Tuesday, June 10th ANNUAL MEETING
June 24th – 27th Air Race Classic – Tamra Sheffman participating again this year

July Meeting – possibly Ocean Reef
August 1-3: Oshkosh

No Chapter meeting in August (it’s too hot!*)
Next International Meeting - August 7-10 – Anchorage, Alaska…..Book early!

September Meeting: Tuesday Sept 16th, location to be announced
October Meeting: Tuesday October 21st meeting at Cynthia McNeil’s home in S Miami

November Meeting: Tuesday November 18th – To Be Announced
Sunday December 14th – Holiday Party – location being considered

Beth Powell, 2006 Griner Scholarship Recipient:

Just in case there is any question regarding the effectiveness of our Griner Scholarship or the commitment many of us have towards
supporting it, we wanted to share with you some of the sentiments expressed by the Director of Operations at PFT the flight school in which
our 2006 recipient, Beth Powell, was enrolled. Bobbi Lichtiger received an email from Janis Lewindowski commenting on Beth’s progress:

“ IF the Gods of weather and aircraft maintenance conspire to assist, she (Beth) will be done with the Commercial Single Engine Add-On
by March 1st. I hope this works for her, for her beautiful plan to complete in December was totally done in by the weather and mechanical
issues (not to mention the fact that she's a line flying pilot who is not available as our full time students are).



For the benefit of you and the committee, Beth Powell is a talented pilot and a very sweet individual whom I am proud represents me in
the public eye flying the line. As only 5% of all pilots in the US are female, I assume the percentages are (still) equal in the Commercial
sector as well. It is for this reason that I am so supportive of Beth, as she is the kind of unassuming Lady pilot that has the potential to do
many great things, from inspire the 10 year old girl in row 10 of her next flight that she too can be a pilot to helping to ease the double
standard when she flys with a male pilot and they come to see her calm and competent equal without the judgment of gender. . It is for these
reasons I was so happy to hear of your scholarship that would support someone like Beth in further improving herself, and I want to make
very clear in this email that it was to no fault of her own (skill or willingness) that she was unable to complete prior to 2007's years end.”

Beth won the Griner Scholarship with the intention of using it to finish her CFI but was hired by Atlantic Southeast Airlines before she
finished her training.

Courtney Crain has been a busy girl! She reports that: “Sorry I've been so bad at keeping in touch- this has been a very busy year but
I'm happy to report last January started with a single-engine instrument rating and was relentlessly followed by a Commercial certificate,
Multi Engine rating, Certified Flight Instructor certificate and- here's the best bit- tomorrow is going to be my first day of training at IBC
Airways as a First Officer on the Saab 340!
I am the first female pilot they've hired in their 17 year history so I'm quite amused and excited by the prospect!
I always enjoy receiving my 99's updates to see how everyone is doing and what exciting activities are planned. Once I'm out on the line, I
hope to have the opportunity to attend meetings on a more frequent basis.”

Tami Ueda pulled up stakes last year and moved to Kentucky to fulfill her dream of becoming an airline pilot when hired by Comair
Regional Airlines. She gives us a brief glimpse at the challenges she has encountered in her search for her ‘dream job’. We wish you good
luck and clear skies, Tami!

A Day in the Llife of a Regional Airline Pilot

After almost 10 years of working 2 jobs to pay for my flight training, studying to
get my licenses and what seems like endless hours of touch and go's as an instructor
in sunny Florida’s 90+ degree weather, I was more than ecstatic when I received
my job offer from Comair Regional Airlines. The training consisted of almost 3
months of class work, testing, and simulator rides. I was finally released to duty and
my life and image of airline life was changed forever.

The life of an airline pilot is much more glamorous in the movies. The 16 hour,
6 day work weeks can be more than exhausting. My usual day consists ofan average
of 5 legs that are usually in and out of the northeast area which is consistently
delayed. I am qualified to fly the CRJ-700 and CRJ-900 and because of the size
difference of the aircraft, Comair does not park them in the same terminal. This
means that I have a schedule that gives me 30 minutes to complete a post flight,

obtain a new dispatch release, change terminals (only accessible by bus), preflight a new plane, get clearance, load passengers and push back.
What is the point of writing all this you ask? We all know that aviation is about paying your dues, and you do it for a LONG TIME! It

comes down to thefact that I fly a plane for a living and that is my dream. I hope it's something that I can do until the day I can't. Luckily
there are so many differenttypes of flying that I don't have to stay with a 121 carrier. The reason for my article is to emphasize to all aspiring
pilots to do their homework and understand all avenues of aviation. There is a fit for everyone, but evaluate the pros and con's before
deciding where you want all your hard work to end.

Just remember, the grass isn't always greener and just when you feel like giving up, look outside! There's no better office view than white
clouds and a clear blue sky!
Tami Ueda

WASP Luncheon at Sun N Fun

We are encouraging anyone who can to attend the WASP luncheon at Sun N Fun this year. The luncheon is being held Thursday, April
10th at 11:30am at the Sun N Fun grounds at Lakeland (LAL) Florida. You must however, register for the luncheon so they know how many
to expect. Last year many of our Goldcoast 99s attended and enjoyed not only the great food (bbq’d ribs, chicken, salads and dessert) but
more importantly the camaraderie enjoyed by a huge tent full of women pilots. At least a dozen WASPs attended the event. It is awe-
inspiring to listen to these amazing women tell their tales and actually be able to meet them in person.

To get a registration form please contact Diane Reinken at dianer2@bellsouth.net or 305-235-0177. Remember, you MUST register to
attend. Registration deadline is Thursday, April 3rd.


