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The Florida Goldcoast Chapter of

The Ninety-Nines, Inc.
April/May 2007 Newsletter
***********************************************
The Ninety-Nines Inc. Mission Statement:

PROMOTE

World fellowship through flight

PROVIDE

Networking and scholarship opportunities for women

And aviation education in the community

PRESERVE

The unique history of women in aviation

***********************************************
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Thursday, June 14th:  Fly the Atlas Air 747 Simulator, courtesy of Kathy Carl
· Monday, June 18th:  First dinner meeting with new Board of Directors.  Watch your email for confirmation and location
*******************************************************

Come join us Thursday, June 14th for the experience of a lifetime!
When Is the Last Time You Flew a 747?
 Ladies, come join us for a fun and educational evening flying a
747-200 simulator
 

DATE:  Thursday, June 14th
TIME:  7:00pm to 11:00pm
 
ADDRESS:  5600 NW 36 St.

                     Otherwise known as
                     ‘The Crystal  Palace’

There will be an instruction and information session beginning @ 6pm for those who wish to learn more about the simulator and how it works.  There will also be large instructional panel displays in the classroom so that every one can familiarize themselves with the cockpit lay out before entering the sim. 
The simulator will be flown in 23 minute sessions, 2 people per session (right and left seat).  You will take-off, enter the downwind for arrival  and fly either an ILS or visual approach (with landing, we hope) into the airport of your choice chosen from the following list of airports: 
 Miami, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Amsterdam, Frankfurt or
a high altitude approach into Quito, Equador
We have a limit of 18 people for this 4 hour block so
Please RSVP, first come first serve to:
 Diane Reinken:  dianer2@bellsouth.net
305-235-0177 or 786-351-6064
Tuesday, June 12th
You will take your turn in the simulator in the order in which you arrive at the facility.  The WASPs will be taking the first slot at 7pm.
 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: A map will be provided next week
 

 Our thanks go to Goldcoast 99 Kathy Carl and Atlas Air for this tremendous opportunity
***********************************************
 


April Meeting at the home of Mayte and Paul Greco-Regan
Tuesday, April 24th
Many thanks are extended to Mayte and Paul again for opening their beautiful beach-front condo in Hallandale to us for our April meeting.  The evening began with cocktails and hors d’ouvres out on the pool deck where we all had a good visit while the scent of bar-b-cued fillet mignon wafted over the group.  The delicious dinner under the stars was followed by coffee-of-your-choice and a selection of desserts upstairs in Mayte’s condo where we also started the ‘business’ portion of the meeting.  Selections by the Nominating Committee for our new Board of Directors were put forward as well as a request for anyone else wishing to fill one of the Board seats who had not already been mentioned. Also discussed were:  
· the current Griner Scholarship Financial Report (see page 6   of newsletter).   Laurie Householder has made flyers for us to distribute to those who may be interested in applying for the Scholarship to increase awareness in the program.
· The Poker Run, which is being planned by Kristen Jurn and her Committee…airports of landing are going to be Tamiami, Ft. Lauderdale Executive, Okeechobee and Opa Locka.

· Our new By Laws, written by Cecile Hatfield and Laurie Householder.  A discussion of the By Laws ensued headed by Bobbi Lichtiger.  All were passed as discussed except for 2 outstanding issues to be resolved before the final vote on the By Laws at the next meeting.

Our speaker for the evening was a good friend of Mayte, Ruth Marlin, who has been an Air Traffic Controller for 29 years and the first woman ( and so far the only) Vice President of the National ATC Association.  Ruth served in Washinton for 6 years and now works at MIA.  She spoke passionately and knowledgably about the dramatic changes in ATC over the past 4 years and how traffic has changed in South Florida.  She has written a book titled “Understanding Air Traffic Control Financing”.  Ruth is an advocate of using ATC as a safety service and not a commercial service and has lobbied heavily over the past couple of years for no User Fees for General Aviation.  Ruth was a fascinating speaker speaking about a subject that will affect ALL of us in the Aviation world.
Our April raffle was for five aviation books donated and signed by Helen Snapp.  Thank you again, Helen.  You are so good to the Goldcoast 99s!
Mayte and Paul donated the cost of the dinner, which was over $300 to our Goldcoast 99s.

May Meeting, Los Ranchos Restaurant

Tuesday, May 22nd
Our May meeting was considered our Annual Meeting, with the voting in of the new Board of Directors and our new By Laws on the Agenda.  As usual, Los Ranchos Restaurant in Coral Gables provided us with a private room which makes our dinner and meeting much more intimate!  We had twenty-two 99s and 49 1/2s present.  Tamra Sheffman and Becky Ritter filled us in on the Southeast Section meeting events they attended on the weekend of May 4 & 5 in Tittusville, FL.  Also attending that meeting were Sonia Bortolin, Pat Blasi, Helen Snapp, Connie Wilds and Ursula Davidson.  Terry Ritter, Ron Mayer and Helen Snapp’s son  joined the girls as 49 1/2s.  Also mentioned was that the 2010 Southeast Section meeting is scheduled to be held 
somewhere in South Florida to be hosted by our Goldcoast Chapter…keep it in mind!

    There is a new 99s Chapter in Florida, to be called the ‘Paradise Chapter’.  They broke away from the Suncoast Chapter, which covered a very large geographic area.  The new Paradise Chapter will be located in the Naples/Ft Meyers area.
Tamra Sheffman and Kristen Jurn asked our Chapter to donate money to their Air Race Classic efforts.  A motion was made and passed to give them a donation, the amount to be decided by the members of the new Board of Directors to avoid any conflict of interest issues.

    Your Board of Directors for the next 2 years will be:

Chairman:  Sonia Bortolin

Vice Chairman:  Pat Blasi

Treasurer: Mayte Greco-Regan

Secretary: Diane Reinken

    Many, MANY thanks go to our out-going members, Tamra Sheffman (Chairman) , Sonia Bortolin (as Vice Chair), Becky Ritter (Treasurer) and Kristen Jurn (Secretary).  Thank you also to the Nominating Committee who worked hard to find new candidates for those out-going positions.

    The scheduled vote on our new By Laws was tabled because not everyone had the Revised (May 1st ) edition of them and 2 topics were still being questioned.  The correct version of the Revised By Laws will be available to anyone who wishes (contact Diane Reinken @ dianer2@bellsouth.net or 305-235-0177) so that we can vote on them at our next formal meeting.

    Our guest speaker at this meeting was Sonia Bortolin, who had just returned from a 10-day flying trip to Mexico!  Sonia flew 
her Cessna 182 loaded with husband  (Edgar) and 2 daughters across the Gulf of Mexico (2 hours 45 minutes from Key West to Cancun) to various airports in and around the Yucatan Peninsula.  They visited sites as diverse as archaeological sites ,sink holes and colonial cities between flights over the jungles (and golf courses) of Mexico. Take the opportunity to talk to either Sonia or Edgar about this wonderful experience at the next meeting.  For any of you contemplating the same type of trip, the itinerary was planned for Sonia by a company called ‘Caribbean Sky Tours’ who looked after all the reservations and suggested the locations they should visit.

    Our raffle items for May were donated by Tamra…a 1973 Air Traffic Control book, 3 chocolate suckers from the Southeast Section meeting and a set of aviation headlights (for your head, of course).

**********************************************
Send-Off Party for Kristen and Tamra

Air Race Classic, June 2 2007
Stormy weather did not prevent Kristen, Tamra and a large group of friends and supporters from celebrating their departure for the 2007 Air Race Classic next week.  Held at Miami Executive Aviation at OPF, the girls had a running computer pictorial of last years’ race (flown by Tamra and Sonia Bortolin), a large poster board with the history of some of the women who have flown in the race as well as nibbles and drinks for all!  Their Cessna 182 and the Cardinal that flew in last year’s race were parked under the awning at Miami Executive for all to take a look at.  Helen Snapp attended representing the WASPs and several other racers were also there to wish the girls well.  They depart June 13th to fly to Oklahoma City, where the race begins on the 19th.   For more info’ and a progressive report on the race see their website at  www.flyawaywithus.org 
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Standing in front of the Cessna 182 to be flown in the Air Race Classic are:

Terry Carbonell (Ft Myers Air Racer)
Helen Snapp

Sonia Bortolin (who flew in the  2006 Air Race Classic)    

Kristen Jurn (flying this year)

Tamra Sheffman (flying this year)

And

Lois Porter Chalmers (Angel Derby Racer)
WASP Luncheon, Sun N Fun ‘07

Thurs., April 19th, LAL (Lakeland, FL)
The WASP luncheon held at Sun N Fun this year was well attended by WASPs and by their admirers!  Nine WASPs attended the luncheon held in a jam-packed tent behind the museum…it’s a good thing it was a cool, breezy day!  I arrived a little late (after several rounds of ‘holds’ around Lake Parker) and was hard-pressed to find a seat at one of the long tables laid out for the event.  Pulling up a chair at the end of one of those long tables I met new 99 friends whom I am sure I will meet again!  Our Goldcoast crew of Barb Ganson, Ron Mayer and Tamra Sheffman, Sonia and Edgar Bortolin, Ursula Davidson and John Archibald, Becky and Terry Ritter, Mayte and Paul Regan….forgive me if I’ve forgotten anyone…I’m doing this by memory ……were all present and sitting at the other end of the tent!
What an historic event!  The nine WASPs were all dressed in uniform and seemed to have more fun than we did, laughing about old times and having a good visit!  A delicious bar-b-cued luncheon of chicken, beans and salad (plus dessert, of course) was served while we visited with old friends and made new ones.  The highlight of the luncheon came at the end when each WASP stood up and reminisced about old times.  The joking and teasing between these fantastic ladies made your heart grow a little warmer and made me proud to be an aviator today. 
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We are so fortunate to have 3 WASPs amongst our Florida
Goldcoast 99s.  All three, Fran Sargent, Ruth Fleisher and

Helen Snapp (a recent arrival from the Florida Spacecoast 99s)

drove to Lakeland to attend the luncheon.  The entire group of

nine WASPS is seen in the photo above.

The WASPs also had a booth at the show, featuring full-size
photos of each WASP as she looks today holding a photo of

herself as a WASP in the 1940s.
   Eight of the nine attending WASPs were: Nell Bright, Caro Bayley Bosca, Ruth Clifford Hubert, Barry Smith, Virginia Woodruff, Ruth Fleisher, Fran Sargent and Helen Snapp.  
Southeast Section Meeting
May 4&5, Titusville, FL
    Southeast Section Meeting May 4th – 5th was quite interesting. We had 7 members from our chapter:Tamra SheffmanBecky Ritter, Sonia Bortolin, Pat Blasi, Ursula Davidson, Connie Wilds, and Helen Snapp, Also attending were 49&1/2s Ron Mayer, Terry Ritter, John Davidson. (Additional support came from Connie’s friend and her dog “Snowball”).
    Friday evening’s program was at the Valiant Air Command Museum, Titusville Airport. It was an opportunity to see and visit with new and long time friends as we all attempted to find the answers to the scavenger hunt around the museum. The buffet dinner was followed by an interesting portrayal by the theatre group of Jackie Cochran, Louise Thaden, Teresa James and other pioneer aviatrixes.
    Pat Blasi did a great job taking the minutes for the Sat morning business meeting. Congratulations goes to Diane Reinken who won the award for Goldcoast most valued 99 this past year for all her work with the newsletter, for helping with the activity sheets and for taking care of arrangements at our various meeting. Congratulations also goes to Sam Blasi who won the award for Goldcoast most valued 49&1/2 for all his efforts with the holiday party auction.
    Also Congratulations to everyone in our chapter, as we won the award for the most points on our Activity sheets!!!!
     Pat Prentis, 99s International Chairperson was in attendance also and inaugurated  a new 99 chapter in Ft. Myers FL, their name is Paradise Chapter of the 99s
    Congratulations were given to out going Governor Marie Griens.
    Newly elected Southeast Section officers are: Governor: Corbi Bullock, Kitty Hawk Chapter, Co- Secretaries: Becky Ritter, Gold coast Chapter and Barbara Yeninas (FL Suncoast), Treasurer Marlene Elizabeth Raseta (Kitty Hawk Chapter), Immediate Past Governor Marie Grein (FL Suncoast), Nominating Committee Members are:  MayCay Beeler (Kitty Hawk Chapter, Eileen Malan (Carolinas Chapter and Holly Lee Roe (Alabama Chapter).
    Our guest speaker, after the Saturday luncheon, was Brigadier General Susan Helms. General Helms is a modern pioneer of aviation. She graduated from the Air Force Test Pilot School in 1987. She was a NASA astronaut for 12 years, having flown 5 space flights. Brigadier General Helms has spent 5000 hours in space, 9 hours space walking (the record for the longest space walk) and 163 days on the International Space Station. She was the first woman on the Space Station, and the first woman commander of a Shuttle crew. After her retirement from NASA, she returned to active duty with the Air Force. She is currently the first woman Base Commander of Patrick Air Force Base here on the Space Coast. She talked about what it’s like to live for 6 months in the Space Station.  Fascinating talk!



2007
List of Monthly Meetings

Thursday, June 14th, 2007 – 747 Simulator
 Monday, June 18th, 2007 –  Dinner meetingTo Be Announced
June19-22, 2007 Air Race Classic Oklahoma City, OK (KPWA) to Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada (CYSJ) – (Tamra and Kristen will be racing! Anyone else interested?

Saturday, July 14th, 2007 -  Tentative Ocean Reef date 
August 25, 2007 Saturday -  joint fly-in with Grasshoppers
September 12-16, 2007 International Conference in Boulder, Colorado
September 25, 2007 Tuesday – To Be Announced
October 16, 2007 Tuesday – To Be Announced
October 28, 2007 Saturday flying event TBD - either a poker run or a race
November 13, 2007 Tuesday – To be Announced
December 9, 2007 Sunday, Holiday Party



 
 2006 FAA Southern Region Flight Instructor of the Year

Tina Oborny received her 2006 FAA Southern Region Flight Instructor of the Year award after an FAA dinner at Sun N Fun 2006 in Lakeland FL on Friday, April 20th.  She is seen in this photo accepting her  award with Becky Ritter, Sonia Bortolin, Mayte Greco-Regan and representatives from the FAA.
In Memorium

Irene Nerove Wirtschafter

    Just received a phone call regarding Irene Wirtschafter. She went on to new horizons this morning (May 19, 2007) at 9:30am. She had been suffering from a brain tumor. Mary Jane Law saw her just last week and reports that although she was unable to speak at the time, Irene was interested in the news from the recent 99s SE Section meeting. For information regarding services please contact Mary Jane Law at 321-454-7688.....
    In January 2007, Marcia Gitelman had written a brief bio of Irene which I am including here.....
    Our Grasshopper and 99s membership includes many women who “fly low” under the radar.  One such member is Irene Nerove Wirtschafter.  Born in Elgin, IL, Irene joined the United States Navy in 1944.  She was sent to Officer’s Candidate School at Smith College. She became the first woman to receive a direct commission without a college education. This was the first of many “firsts” that Irene attained. She became a supply officer, and after a short period of shore duty she became the first female officer assigned to sea duty. She was the first female supply officer on a Military Sea Transport Ship, the USS Butner. Her career was on the “fast track” and she soon became the first Jewish female to attain the rank of Captain in the United States Navy.  
     While stationed at Willow Grove Naval Air Station she learned to fly in 1958. Eventually she held a commercial license with IFR and seaplane ratings. Not content to just “fly around” she competed in 23 national and international air races. She has owned an Ercoupe, Tripacer, Cessna 172 and Cessna182.
     Irene has received many honors during her career, including the Woman of the Year Award from the Silver Wings Association and the National Award of Merit from the Naval Reserve Association   She was honored at the 99s Forest of Friendship, where she also served as a director. She is currently a member of the 99s Spaceport Chapter.  
     Upon retiring from the Navy after a 32 year career, Captain Wirtschafter became an Internal Revenue Agent in the US Treasury Office of International Operations.  She was the first woman to serve in that position.  She continues to serve as a trustee of the International Women’s Air and Space Museum in Cleveland, OH and is listed in Who’s Who in Aviation.
 
*********************************************************


Les & Martha Griner Scholarship Report

May 21, 2007

Finances:

Bank of America

              Certificates of Deposit    Matures                APY          Term      Current Amount

                                                      06-20-07            5.15%        12 months      $6,473.24

                                                      04-21-08            5.07%        11  months       8,217.93

                                                      11-20-07            3.61%        48  months       6,950.62

                                                                                                                        $21,641.79 

Fidelity Money Market (3.18% interest)                                                         $2,958.15                          

Total Funds on Hand                                                                                      $24,599.51        

Details:  When one certificate of deposit matured today, we added $2,000 from our money market account to it and renewed the CD for 11 months at the best rate available.

2006 Scholarship:  Beth Powell, member of the Florida Gulf Stream Chapter, was awarded the 2006 Les & Martha Griner Scholarship last December.  She will receive the $1,500 scholarship when she attains her flight instructor certificate.  The $1,500 will be deducted from the money market account listed above.  Beth is the 24th recipient since the scholarship was created in 1982.

2007 Scholarship:  Any Ninety-Nine, who has been an active member of a Florida chapter for at least the past year is eligible to apply for the $1,500 scholarship.  It may be used for an FAA certificate or rating, toward a college program or other worthwhile aviation endeavor, such as getting current.  Deadline for submission is October 15, 2007.  The scholarship will be awarded at the Goldcoast holiday party in December.  The recipient will have one year in which to attain her goal.

For more information or an application, contact the co-chairmen:

Ursula Davidson, Uflyaway2@aol.com or 305-757-2957

Laurie Householder, fairytern@gmail.com or 305-389-3236

Administration:  Three trustees—Bobbi Lichtiger, Laurie Householder and I—administer the Griner Scholarship funds.  Beginning in June, Bobbi will take over managing the finances and submitting reports.  Fran Sargent and Ruth Fleisher were the original trustees.

Respectfully submitted,

Ursula M. Davidson, trustee      
************************************************

Florida Goldcoast 99s New Website

    Kimberley Lowe is organizing a website of our own!  She needs to know what YOU think should be on our website and is asking for suggestions…….she was thinking of putting a link to weather either a channel newsite or http://aviationweather.com and http://www.nhc.noaa.gov  the national hurricane prediction center from NOAA and maybe http://www.duats.com , http://www.faasafety.gov or http://www.asf.org/courses (AOPA free safety courses on line).  … What are your favorite aviation websites???   What links to other websites would you like to see included?   At the February meeting, Victoria Wiltsie suggested a ‘hot button’ for tax-deductible donations to our Chapter.  I’m sure we can come up with some more GREAT ideas to personalize this website for our Chapter.

Please check out the ‘draft’ of our website, in its beginning stages at:

http://www.flgoldcoast99s.org/index.html
99s News

Keep up with the latest 99s news and current events  on your computer!  You can read all about what’s happening with the 99s by email!  www.ninety-nines.org will lead you to the ‘Headquarters Dispatch’ (the long link is http://www.ninety-nines.org/secure/pdf2006AugDispatch.php) .   Our Southeast Section Newsletter , ‘Flightline’,can be found on the Southeast Section website at www.ses99s.org .  You will find reviews of recent events and calendars of scheduled events, announcements about future events, winners of scholarships and a whole lot more of what’s going on.  See it for yourself
Monthly FAA Safety Program Seminars
The FAA Safety Program has a new name…it is now the FAASTEAM (FAA Safety Team)
The next FAASTEAM Seminar will be held Wednesday, June 6th  from 7pm – 9pm titled:

“Over Water Safety”

These FREE Safety Seminars run for approx 2 hours with a ‘snack break’ in the middle.  Take advantage of the efforts of the FAA to  help us become safer and more competent pilots!    Most seminars are held monthly at the FAA building, 8600 NW 36th St., 3rd floor conference room.   To register for each seminar, go to the Safety Program website at www.faasafety.gov, then click on the SPANS section for further information.

99s Name Tags
Whether you are a new member of our Chapter or an ‘old’ standby, we are GROWING!*  We now ask that everybody wear a nametag to our meetings so we can sort each other out!  Our Ninety-Nines nametags have been ordered in the past from the Colorado Ninety-Nines.  They produce a sturdy, good-looking nametag for about $7…..a small price to pay!  Go on the internet to www.colorado99s.org/badgeform.pdf .  The form will come up on-screen.  Follow the directions to fill it in, print it and mail with your check! That’s it!*
**********************************************                                                                                                       

That’s It, Ladies….if you need us:

Chairman:  Sonia Bortolin bortolin@bellsouth.net           Vice Chairman: Pat Blasi goldcoastapprais@aol.com 
                  305-790-4276              
         305-932-7545                               

Treasurer:  Mayte Greco-Regan mgreco6142@aol.com    Secretary:  Diane Reinken dianer2@bellsouth.net
                  954-455-6407                                                                      305-235-0177
Membership: Kimberley Lowe flynlowe@comcast.net     Newsletter:  Diane Reinken  dianer2@bellsouth.net
                  305-984-0561                                                                       305-235-0177
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