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The Florida Goldcoast Chapter of 

The Ninety-Nines, Inc.
June 2006 Newsletter

************************************************************



Due to summertime activities and the fact that our June meeting was

July 1st, there will be no 99s meeting in July
************************************************************

Our next meeting will be our



DATE:  Tuesday, August 15th
PLACE:  A business meeting,  location has yet to be decided upon
*************************************************





  Saturday, July 1st was the date of our third (maybe 4th or 5th)  Annual 99s Fly-In to the beautiful Ocean Reef Resort.  With the weather always questionable at this time of year, we’re never too sure how many will make it but this year we had a good turn-out of  about 2 dozen .  Joined by four members of the Tamiami Aeroclub, we all enjoyed lunch at the Galley Restaurant right on the water in the Fishing Village at Ocean Reef.
Five aircraft flew in this year and were welcomed by Barbara Taylor, Goldcoast 99 and Manager of  The Ocean Reef Airport.  Transportation was provided by the Club from the airport right to the restaurant.  Two of the aircraft were flown by Tamiami Aeroclub members (John and Carlos)  the other three by Tamra Sheffman who flew her ‘new’ 182 down from Opa Locka, Tami Ueda and her fiancé who also flew from Opa Locka and Diane Reinken and her man Keith in their Bonanza all the way from Tamiami Airport.  The rest of the bunch drove down to join in on a tropical lunch of anything from crab cake sandwiches, jerk mahi mahi or mango salad at the Galley  Restaurant.  The Fly-In, whether we drove or flew,  provided all of us with the opportunity to get out of the city for a day and visit that beautiful, private resort.  We had the opportunity to use all of the resort’s facilities if we chose to including swimming pools, golf or tennis or just hanging out at the lagoon pool and bar while having a good visit with good friends.   It was like a mini tropical vacation!

 Connie Wilds drove down, as did Barb Ganson and Megan Elmendorff.  Kimberley Lowe had planned to sail down until the weather started looking questionable so she drove instead. Fran Sargent, Ruth Fleisher and 99s good friend Charlotte De Ogborn drove together.  Mayte Greco-Regan came from Hallandale with one of our newest 99s, Virginie and her good friend Terry and her son visiting from the Virgin Islands.  We had a LOVELY lunch together!  After lunch, we all piled into the Resort vans to drive back to the airport.  Those of us flying had a great send-off by the drivers, who wanted to see the planes take off.
Many thanks from ALL of us who participated (and those who wished they could but had other plans for the weekend) to Barbara Taylor for hosting this special event!

A great time was had by all!

99s International Conference, 2006 (July 5-9)
The 99s International Conference was held in Washington, DC this year.  Connie Wilds, Tamra Sheffman and Ursula Davidson all took the time to go up to represent our Chapter.  I think all of them were planning to spend a few extra days in the DC area visiting with friends and doing some ‘sightseeing’, so none are back yet to give us a report on the meeting.  I’m sure they had a GREAT time!

Sonia Bortolin and Tamra Sheffman flew the 2479 mile Air Race Classic in June and early reports state that they did VERY WELL this year.   By the way,  the 2479 miles did NOT include the flight in their Cessna Cardinal all the way to Mesa, Arizona where the race started OR the trip back to Florida. Being the only women pilots from South Florida in the race, they were featured on the front page of the Miami Herald’s ‘Neighbors’ section with a good article before they left.   Tamra got home from the race and turned around to fly down to Ocean Reef for the June meeting and Fly-In.  The next day she was off to the 99s International Conference in Washington……can’t stop that girl!
Just as an ‘aside’ to the Air Race, Ruth Fleisher flew in what was known as the ‘Powder Puff Derby’ in 1965 from San Diego to Chatanooga, Tennessee.  This was the forerunner to the Air Race Classic and was officially called the “All-Women Transcontinental Air Race (AWTAR)”.   She was in the El Paso Chapter of the 99s at the time.  The media started calling it the “Powder Puff Derby” for obvious reasons!


2006

List of Monthly Meetings
August 15th:  Tentative Business meeting – restaurant to be chosen
September 19th:  Key Biscayne – business meeting

October 17th : Holleman’s Restaurant, Miami Springs

October 28th:  Harbor Branch business meeting and fly-in – joint effort with AeroClub

November 21st:  Restaurant?  Business meeting

December 3 or 10th :  Holiday Party (we  think the 10th)

See future newsletters and emails for more information on each event as it approaches.

Online Coffee Company Supports The 99s:
Drink coffee and support The 99s! Café Avion is an organic coffee roasting company in Coeur D'Alene, Idaho. For every pound of their “Aviatrix” blend purchased, Café Avion will donate $1 to The 99s’ scholarship fund until 7/24/2006 (chosen because it is Amelia Earhart’s birthday). Although the company sells other blends, it is only donating money based on sales of the “Aviatrix” blend. 
Coffee, and other coffee accessories, may only be ordered online. The company’s website is: www.cafeavion.com  


One of our newer members, Courtney Crain has successfully completed her Private Pilot license and is now working on her Instrument Rating.  She is a Flight Attendant with Spirit Airlines.
New Members!
We are sending a great big WELCOME to our Goldcoast 99s newest members!  They are  Laphia Nicola Bromfield,  Virginie Buchett-Puyperoux, Christi Dobelli, Jane Oparowski and Sara Umana.  We are SO pleased that you have joined us, ladies.  Those of us who haven’t already met you are looking forward to meeting you in the near future.
One of our new members, Christi Dobelli, has just upgraded to Captain at her commuter airline, Continental Commuter on the ATR.  Congratulations to you, Chrisit. 

 Our old Hannah Packouz  was married  April 27th in Chicago and is now the new Hannah Lebovics with new 49 ½ Eli Lebovics.  I’m still trying to get a wedding photo!
Illana Slotsky has gone into training to be an Air Traffic Controller and will be assigned to Miami Center as of mid-August

Tamra Sheffman has purchased a ‘new’ 182 (I think it’s 1978) and is looking for partners for it AND for her Cessna Cardinal.  If anyone knows of potential partners, send Tamra an email at tamras@the-beach.net.

On a very sad note, many of you will remember Preston Daggett, who joined us for our meeting at the Rusty Pelican last year and wrote a funny/touching  article for the newsletter after that about how she overcame her fear of flying by forcing herself to take lessons and get her Private Pilot’s License.  I know she overcame her fears through sheer will (and the help of Robert Dean’s ‘Dean Internatioal’ Flight School and went on from there to work on her Instrument  Rating.  Preston tragically lost her husband several weeks ago to a flying accident in Pennsylvania.   At Ocean Reef on Saturday some of us signed a condolence card to send to her on behalf of our Chapter.   Our hearts go out to Preston and her family for their terrible loss.


The Griner Scholarship
Griner Scholarship application forms are now available (early this year!*).  If you are interested in applying please contact Ursula Davidson at uflyaway@aol.com for further information. Come on, ladies, scholarship money is available to ALL of us now for a much greater variety of aviation activities including further academic education, not just for ratings and certifications. 
IF YOU DON’T APPLY YOU WON’T WIN THE SCHOLARSHIP!*

************************************************************
Have a happy and SAFE summer of flying…watch for those afternoon thunder storms!

That’s It, Ladies….if you need us:

Chairman:  Tamra Sheffman  tamras@the-beach.net
Vice Chairman: Sonia Bortolin  bortolin@bellsouth.net
Treasurer:  Becky Ritter  rritter@.att.net
Secretary:  Kristen Jurn  kjurn@airshareselite.com
Membership: Kimberley Lowe flynlowe@comcast.net
Newsletter:  Diane Reinken  dianer2@bellsouth.net
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